
Faculty Member Contact Information 

Name: Dr. Sorin Nastasia       

Department: International Studies      Phone Number: (618) 650-2548 

E-mail Address: snastas@siue.edu                                Campus Box: 1400 

 

Description of the URCA Assistant Position 
This posting includes one funded position. 

 

How many unfunded students is this professor taking in addition to his/her one funded student?   

None. 
(Students, if the faculty member will have both funded and unfunded students, he or she is free to select which student receives 

the funding. Funding cannot be split up between multiple students; only one student will receive it.) 

 

Which of the following apply to this position?  

 [   ] This position is only open to students who have declared a major in this discipline.  

 [ X ] This project deals with social justice issues.  

 [ X ] This project deals with sustainability (green) issues.  

 [   ] This project deals with human health and wellness issues.  

 

How many hours per week will your student(s) be required to work in this position?  
9-10 

(Minimum is 6 hours per week; typical is 9.) 

 

Will it be possible for your student(s) to earn course credit?    Yes. 

 If ‘yes,’ in which course?  ACS 309 Independent Projects in Applied Communication Studies 

 If ‘yes,’ for how many credit hours? 3 

 

Location of research/creative activities: 

On campus   

 

Brief description of the nature of the research/creative activity:  
   In Fall of 2016, the new CAS International Studies undergraduate degree program has been launched, providing 

students with opportunities to understand the social, political, economic, and cultural developments in various world 

regions and prepare them for careers in a globalized world.  

   Also in Fall 2016, the Director of this program, Dr. Sorin Nastasia, has worked with an URCA assistant who has 

helped map specific career pathways in international studies. This URCA student has collected and examined 

materials from academic publications, websites of universities where International Studies exists as a program, as 

well as government and industry websites and archives reflecting international studies issues.  

   For Spring 2017, the contribution of an URCA student is needed to further analyze the content of these materials 

as well as the themes resulting from them, to write up the results of the research, and to prepare an academic 

presentation as well as academic publications. For an academic presentation, an International Studies Association 

(ISA) regional conference will be targeted. For an academic publication, the student will work towards submitting 

an article to the Midwest Journal of Undergraduate Research and will also work together with Dr. Nastasia for a 

submission to one of the ISA journals.  

   Given that we live in a global, interconnected world, in which more and more careers will be pursued in 

international settings, mapping career pathways in international studies and contributing scholarship in this area 

becomes important scholarly and strategic academically. 

 

Brief description of student responsibilities: 

The URCA student would work along Dr. Sorin Nastasia, the Director of the International Studies Program and 

faculty member in Applied Communication Studies, on the following:  

   - to analyze the content of and identify themes from materials collected in Fall 2016 from academic publications, 

websites of universities where International Studies exists as a program, as well as government and industry 

websites and archives reflecting international studies issues  

   - to collaborate on writing up the results of the research  

   - to work towards an academic presentation (an International Studies Association (ISA) regional conference will 

be targeted)  



   - to work towards academic publications (a submission to the Midwest Journal of Undergraduate Research and a 

collaborative submission with Dr. Nastasia to one of the ISA journals) 

 

URCA Assistant positions are designed to provide students with research or creative activities experience. As 

such, there should be measurable, appropriate outcome goals. What exactly should your student(s) have 

learned by the end of this experience? 

   The student will learn to examine complex information from the sources consulted.  

   The student will learn to do systematic data analysis (qualitative).  

   The student will pursue writing for academic presentation and academic publication 

 

Requirements of Students 

 

If the position(s) require students to be available at certain times each week (as opposed to them being able to 

set their own hours), please indicate all required days and times: 

The student will be able to create her or his own schedule by consultation with Dr. Sorin Nastasia. 

  

If the location of the research/creative activities involves off campus work, must students provide their own 

transportation?  
The research activities involve on campus and online work. 

 

Must students have taken any prerequisite classes? Please list classes and preferred grades: 

No prerequisites. 

 

Other requirements or notes to applicants:   

The URCA student should have a strong interest in various aspects of international studies and international 

organizations offering career pathways in international studies. Additionally, the student should have good 

communication skills and a good grasp of what research work entails. 

 

 


